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FDOT Will Start Allowing Buses on I-275 in Pinellas

For the first time, drivers could soon see buses riding beside them on the 
Interstate 275 shoulder in Pinellas County. The Florida Department of 
Transportation plans to launch a pilot project that would allow Pinellas 

Suncoast Transit Authority buses to use the shoulder along a 5-mile stretch of 
I-275–from Fifth Avenue North to Gandy Boulevard–during rush hour, according 
to multiple reports.

As part of the project, buses are permitted to drive on the shoulder when traffic 
slows to 35 miles per hour or less. But they won’t go faster than 15 miles per hour 
above the speed of traffic.

Some work will be done on the shoulder before the buses are ready to roll. FDOT, 
which has set aside $2.5 million for the project, must ensure the 5-mile stretch is 
at least 12 feet wide–and sturdy. The department may also need to relocate the 
shoulder’s rumble strips.

FDOT aims to begin shoulder construction in fall, ABC Action News reports, with 
the pilot project underway by 2020.

This kind of project hasn’t been done in the Sunshine State before. However, 
other locales like Chicago and Kansas City already let their buses use the shoulder.

In addition, ABC Action News says that PSTA hopes the move increases ridership, 
giving commuters the opportunity to bypass heavy rush-hour traffic.

Source: Creative Loafing Tampa Bay, February 27, 2019
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Riding a bus from Miami to South Beach takes 
twice as long as it would to drive, and provid-
ing a better transit option could cost a billion 

dollars or more.

The quest for some sort of modern mass transit 
line between Miami and Miami Beach dates back to 
when Ronald Reagan was president, when the first 
“baylink” study was completed in 1988. The latest 
effort was launched two summers ago as part of 
the Strategic Miami Area Rapid Transit study — best 
known as the SMART Plan. It’s ramping up in the 
coming months with community meetings ahead 
of consultants making a final recommendation by 
the fall on what’s the best transit choice for linking 
two of the region’s most popular destinations: 
downtown Miami and Miami Beach.

Potential solutions under consideration for the 
beach route include a Disney-style monorail 
system, high-wire pods summoned by commuters, 
and Miami-Dade’s first light-rail system. Another 
alternative is to expand the MacArthur Causeway to 
accommodate dedicated transit lanes to finally let 
bus passengers move faster than the cars and trucks 
constantly slowed by traffic heading back and forth 
over Biscayne Bay.

One option estimated to cost as much as $1.1 
billion would be a historic expansion of the county’s 
Metromover network, with new northern stations 
in Miami’s Design District and Midtown area, and 
extending the elevated system all the way to Miami 
Beach’s Washington Avenue, just blocks from the 
ocean.

“The goal is to look at different technologies,” said 
Miami-Dade transportation director Alice Bravo, 
“and wean down the number of options.”

Parsons, the California-based consulting firm 
operating under a $20 million county contract for 
SMART and other assignments, expects to deliver its 
final recommendation by the fall. From there, the 
county’s Transportation Planning Organization–a 
25-member board of elected officials that oversees 
state and federal grants–can either accept the 
recommendation or pick a different transit mode for 
the beach corridor.

Board members have already approved a rapid-

A Metromover Stop in South Beach? Pricey Transit Options on Table For ‘Baylink’ Fix

transit bus system for South Dade, the first of 
the six SMART corridors to receive a consultant’s 
recommendation.

Known as “BRT,” the $240 million plan was pitched 
as a way to bring rail-like speeds and perks to 
the county’s existing busway that runs from the 
Metrorail’s Dadeland South stop to Homestead. 
Rapid-transit buses with platform-level bay doors 
would stop at express stations where passengers 
would be required to purchase tickets in advance, 
allowing for group boarding.

Creating one for Miami and South Beach gets 
complicated. Parsons said downtown Miami is too 
congested to consider removing a traffic lane for 
a new transit system, meaning a rapid-transit bus 
line would need to compete with traffic as it moved 
from the Design District area south on its way to 
cross the bay over the MacArthur.

The Parsons analysis still assumes a dedicated lane 
on the MacArthur, since traffic is already 50 percent 
above acceptable levels. To create that lane, Parsons 
says Miami-Dade may need to widen the bridge, 
according to emails and interviews.

Bravo said she’s resisted that idea, and that it still 
could be possible to create dedicated bus lanes out 
of the existing MacArthur footprint.

“Once we get into the detailed analysis, there might 
be ways to accommodate extra lanes without a 
big widening project,” said Bravo, who’s also an 
engineer. “There’s room for creativity.”

One option under review involves “personal” transit 
pods that would run along an overhead track using 
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A Metromover Stop in South Beach?—cont’d from pg 2

magnetic-levitation–essentially suspended just 
below the structure. The experimental system out of 
Israel wasn’t considered in the preliminary 168-page 
report Parsons submitted in August for the beach 
corridor. Consultants added “personal rapid transit” 
at the request of the county. Mayor Carlos Gimenez 
traveled to Israel and met with executives at Skytran, 
a company trying to launch the technology.

Gimenez said he had hoped to return to Israel in 
January to see Skytran in operation, but that the 
company needed more time before it was ready for 
a demonstration. “There are things they have to do 
in order to prove the concept,” Gimenez said. “All 
I’m doing is looking.”

With vehicles small enough for only a few passengers, 
“personal” transit systems are touted as lightweight 
enough to keep construction costs down. Miami-
Dade said it does not yet have cost estimates for a 
personal rapid-transit system.

Monorail is projected to cost about the same as 
extending Metromover, between $900 million 
and $1.1 billion. Metromover has the advantage of 
linking the existing system with new routes, allowing 
for “one seat” rides between South Beach and the 
Brickell neighborhood.

Sketches sent to the county Jan. 23 by Parsons 
project manager Odalys Delgado give a rough look at 
how the elevated automated shuttle could arrive in 
Miami Beach. The design shows a Metromover track 
heading east on Fifth Street, then arriving at a nearby 
station on Washington Avenue with a “sculptural 
sloping roof” and a transparent exterior. Passengers 
would be steps away from buses connecting to the 
city’s transit system.

In the email obtained through a records request, 
Delgado emphasized Parsons was “still finalizing” 
the mock-ups, so they were “not ready to show the 
public yet.”

On Friday, Gimenez spokeswoman Myriam Marquez 
noted the Parsons work will be reviewed by an 
advisory board and at public meetings before heading 
to the Transportation Planning Organization. “Also, 
the sketch is a very preliminary draft that only shows 
concepts of the basic functionality of the facility,” 
she said.

Monorail, a transit mode most associated with 
Disney World but in use in Jacksonville, Seattle, Las 
Vegas and elsewhere, is an automated system like 
Metromover.

Monorail has the advantage of moving much 
quicker–a top speed of 55 mph, compared to about 
30 mph for Metromover vehicles–and can carry up 
to 350 passengers per train, compared to 200 for 
Metromover. But the downside is monorail systems 
typically can’t maintain the same frequency as a 
lighter Metromover system, with average waits 
twice as long, according to a Parsons analysis.

A light-rail line running between Miami and Miami 
Beach would function as a street-car system, with 
vehicles able to switch from operating on a track to 
running on wheels along roadways in areas where 
tracks aren’t feasible. It’s cheaper than Metromover 
or a monorail system, with estimated construction 
costs topping out at $800 million. The prices include 
construction of at least two new structures alongside 
the MacArthur to accommodate supports for the 
tracks.

Picking a plan doesn’t mean the county has the 
money to build a new transit system. Instead, a vote 
from the transportation board gives Miami-Dade 
the authority to pursue the state and federal grants 
that typically are needed to make a major transit 
project even feasible. The county is pursuing about 
$100 million from both Washington and Tallahassee 
for the South Dade bus system.

Karla Damian, a spokeswoman for Miami-Dade’s 
transit agency, said the Parsons study of the beach 
corridor is expected to cost $8 million.

The extended study of the beach route has one 
transit group complaining of yet more foot-dragging 
by the county when it could focus on short-term 
fixes instead.

“Can Miami ever prioritize transit? Prioritizing 
doesn’t mean building new infrastructure,” said 
Azhar Chougle, a director at the Miami Transit 
Alliance. “In other cities, they’re making dedicated 
bus lanes with cones.”

Source: Miami Herald, February 11, 2019
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Siemens Intelligent Traffic Systems has an-
nounced that it will provide Connected Vehicle 
(CV) solutions in the form of Roadside Units 

(RSU), On-Board Units (OBU), CV applications and 
RSU central management software for Gainesville’s 
Trapezium Signal Phase and Timing (SPaT) project, 
which will be one of the largest state-funded SPaT 
CV deployments in the U.S.

The project will take place along the 4-road area 
surrounding the University of Florida, descriptively 
called “the Trapezium” - covering 27 intersections. 
The university environment surrounded by this 
area provides a rich spectrum of automobile, 
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian activity and is an 
ideal location to further examine and quantify the 
significant benefits of CV technologies. 

“Siemens Mobility is excited to be leading the 
momentum for CV deployment in cities around the 
country,” said Marcus Welz, president of Siemens 
Mobility’s Intelligent Traffic Systems business in 
North America. “The inevitable safety and mobility 
benefits provided by utilizing CV technology is 
becoming more mainstream, thanks to the efforts 
of agencies like FDOT, who have really stepped up 
to push Florida into the spotlight of this disruptive 
new force.” 

"The Florida Department of Transportation is 
committed to incorporating the latest technology 
and transportation solutions to strengthen safety 
on our roadways," said Raj Ponnaluri, FDOT 
Connected Vehicles, and Arterial Management 
Engineer. "We're proud to develop this exciting CV 
technology project that has the potential to make a 
major impact on driving behavior in the Gainesville 
area."

The project is expected to be completed by 2021, 
and is planning to include the following CV 
capabilities:

• SPaT MAP Display Signal Timing, signaling 
remaining time to a Green signal

• Red Light Violation Warning

Gainesville Chooses Siemens Mobility for New Connected Vehicle Deployment
Siemens Intelligent Traffic Systems has announced that it will provide Connected Vehicle (CV) 
solutions in the form of Roadside Units (RSU), On-Board Units (OBU), CV applications and RSU 
central management software.

• Wrong Way Entry (WWE)
• Exit Ramp Deceleration Warning (ERDW)
• Curve Speed Warning (CSW)
• Emergency Electronic Brake Lights
• Forward Collision Warning
• Intersection Movement Assist
• Work Zone Warning
• Do Not Pass Warning
• Speed Limit Warning

These are applications that have already been 
successfully tested in other cities. This technology 
has been previously installed in the state of Florida 
and has been proven to be interoperable and 
compatible with third party devices. 

Siemens’ history with DSRC communications and 
CV applications in the U.S. extends back to 2007 
with its involvement with the USDOT Connected 
Vehicle Test Bed in Oakland County, MI. This was a 
testing environment intended to advance the state 
of ITS practice by providing a cutting-edge model 
operating environment for CV and DSRC. Siemens 
was one of the first controller manufacturers to 
output SPaT data at the testbed.

Siemens Mobility has been supplying traffic-related 
products and services to FDOT, as well as local 
municipalities in Florida for over 40 years. Most 
recently, Siemens Mobility has been the primary 
CV technology partner in the high-profile Tampa 
Hillsborough Expressway Authority (THEA) USDOT 
Connected Vehicle Pilot Project, supplying over 40 
RSUs and driving the development of 13 V2I and 
V2V applications.

Source: Mass Transit Magazine, May 22, 2019
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Each year, a representative sample of 3.5 mil-
lion addresses nationwide is randomly select-
ed to participate in the American Community 

Survey (ACS), which provides information on the 
economic, social, housing, and demographic char-
acteristics of communities on a continuous basis. 
Data from the ACS influences how more than $675 
billion in federal and state funds are spent each 
year. For the ACS to be a rich, valuable source of in-
formation for local communities, it must occasion-
ally be revised to reflect our changing nation. A re-
vised question can be clearer, easier to understand, 
and yield a higher response rate; revisions may also 
remove outdated and irrelevant phrasing in ques-
tions and instructions. For those who study trends, 
changes to survey questions—like the changes to 
the measurement of disability in the 2008 ACS—
pose challenges if the revised questions result in es-
timates no longer being comparable across years. 
For this reason, changes are not made lightly but to 
improve the quality of the data.

The process of revising the content, including 
adding a question, typically takes place over a five-
year period and involves content tests to ensure that 
each question and any revisions contain accurate 
wording, optimal formatting, and appropriate 
placement.

The 2019 ACS questionnaire and forthcoming 
versions of the survey include multiple content 
changes. The Census Bureau’s proposed changes 
to the questions were posted in a December 2017 
Federal Register notice and open to public comment 
through mid-February 2018. In March 2018, the 
Census Bureau posted the planned questions of the 
2019 survey, including changes to several questions.

Journey-to-Work Question Revised to Re-
flect Course-of-Day Travel
To reflect changes in public transportation 
infrastructure, transit mode categories in the 
journey-to-work question were reworded and 
reordered. These improvements will provide more 
accurate data on how people travel throughout the 
course of a day.

Instructions are simplified to ask respondents to 
select the one transit mode he or she uses to get to 
work for most of the distance traveled.

The 2019 American Community Survey Includes Changes to Several Questions
Several categories include revised wording to 
increase relevance:

• “Subway or elevated” is changed to “Subway or 
elevated rail.”

• “Railroad” changed to “Long-distance train or 
commuter rail.”

• “Streetcar or trolley car” changed to “Light rail, 
streetcar, or trolley.”

• “Work at home” changed to “Worked from 
home.”

• “Trolley bus” is dropped as a mode of transit.

Time-of-Departure Question Adjusted to Be 
Less Intrusive
Knowing what time of day people commute to 
work is useful information for transportation 
planners. However, in the past this question has 
raised privacy concerns.

The word “home” is removed from the question to 
ask it in a less intrusive way.

Race and Hispanic Origin Questions Are 
Modified
Respondents self-identify racial and ethnic origins 
on the ACS questionnaire. The 2016 ACS Content 
Test included a combined race and Hispanic origin 
question. While this change was not implemented, 
the 2019 ACS and 2020 Census questionnaires will 
include slightly modified questions about Hispanic 
origin and race.

The list of additional “Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish 
origins” is modified to include different examples.

Black and white respondents are now asked to 
write in their specific origins.

Source: PRB, January 16, 2019

2019 FPTA/CTD Annual 
Conference

https://floridatransit.org/annual-conference

Register Today!

https://floridatransit.org/annual-conference
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Taking the bus in Miami can be an arduous, ex-
asperating journey that doesn’t get you where 
you want to go at the time you want to be 

there. But sweating it out at the bus stop–waiting 
and wondering and sweating some more–could be 
reduced to a bad memory once Miami-Dade Coun-
ty’s loopy route network is overhauled.

The bus could become a viable, efficient, perhaps 
even appealing transportation option on Miami’s 
car-clogged streets. Redesigning the bus system to 
make it more useful for more people is the goal of 
Transit Alliance Miami, which is launching its Better 
Bus Project with plans to have a new network in 
place within 18 months.

“This is a common sense, near-term solution,” 
said Azhar Chougle, president of the nonprofit 
organization that advocates for improved public 
transit. “The best part is that while it is typical 
for millions of dollars to be spent on conceptual 
studies, this project will have an actual outcome–an 
operating network by December 2020.”

The Better Bus Project is a collaboration between 
Transit Alliance, the Miami-Dade Department of 
Transportation and Public Works and the Office of 
Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez, with $630,000 in funding 
provided by the county, the cities of Miami and 
Miami Beach, Microsoft, TransitCenter, the Miami 
Foundation, Health Foundation of South Florida, 
Lyft, Alliance members and private donors.

The project sets a precedent by being the first 
in the country driven by community input, the 
Transit Alliance said. Rider surveys, workshops, 
neighborhood and station presentations and public 
debate will determine how the system is designed. 
Bus passengers are encouraged to contribute their 
insights.

The current system meanders into every corner of 
the sprawling county with some antiquated and 
roller coaster routes to the detriment of frequency. 
Chougle, who once described the circuitous routes 
as “the most creative form of abstract art to emerge 
from Miami,” aims to reduce chronic tardiness and 
strengthen corridors that have high demand.

“How much area do we want to cover versus how 
much should we focus on high-frequency, all-day 

The Waiting Game at Miami Bus Stops Could Soon Be A Headache of The Past

service?” Chougle said, noting how Houston and 
Seattle revamped their systems to concentrate on 
high-use routes. “The most popular routes have a 
15-minute frequency but there are only four or five 
of those out of 95 total routes. The others you’re 
talking 30 to 60 minutes or more.”

On the reliable S route that runs between downtown 
and Miami Beach “you know you will not have to 
wait more than 15 minutes to get your bus,” said 
Chougle, a regular bus user who does not own a 
car and rode the system during a 24-hour marathon 
in December, interviewing riders along the way. 
The “Where’s My Bus?” series of reports by Transit 
Alliance also examined the state of the system.

Two out of three public transit users rely on the 
county’s bus fleet, yet ridership has declined from 
78 million boardings in 2013 to 52 million last year. A 
vicious cycle of service cuts exacerbated the decrease 
as did higher rates of car ownership that have 
added to Miami’s worsening traffic congestion and 
frustrating commutes. Shorter wait times rewarded 
with faster journeys should draw more passengers.

Fragmentation problems have hurt the system. 
The project calls for better connectivity with trolley 
service offered in Miami, Miami Beach and Coral 
Gables. “We want riders and residents to get 
involved,” Chougle said. “Miami-Dade has changed 
a lot in 30 years and the new system needs to reflect 
the growth and travel patterns.”

Track the status of the project and give feedback at 
www.betterbus.miami.

Source: Miami Herald, June 11, 2019

www.betterbus.miami
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When it comes to Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment, the Jacksonville Transportation Au-
thority (JTA) is open for business. During 

the JTA’s annual State of the Authority held May 
15 in Downtown Jacksonville, JTA CEO Nathaniel 
Ford Sr. encouraged local leaders, the development 
community and the private sector to partner with 
the Authority as it pursues Transit-Oriented Devel-
opments at or near JTA-owned property in historic 
LaVilla and across Duval County.

“By partnering with the development community, 
we can enhance the quality of life for our citizens 
and create vibrant, livable, mixed-used communities 
with easy access to transportation,” said Ford.

Transit-Oriented Development, or TOD, is a strategy 
that encourages the development of high-density, 
mixed-used projects built within close proximity to 
public transportation hubs or stations. This type of 
development places more emphasis on pedestrian 
needs, incorporating wider sidewalks, bike and 
alternative-transportation lanes, slower traffic and 
smarter intersections.

TOD has already begun in LaVilla with the Intercity 
Bus Terminal, which opened in 2018, and the 
Jacksonville Regional Transportation Center which 
opens in March 2020.

The JTA is now seeking unsolicited proposals to 
develop five Authority-owned and underutilized 
parcels, including a 1.5-acre site along Johnson 
Street, near the JRTC in LaVilla.

Other properties include the 1.5-acre Rosa Parks 
Transit Hub at 201 W. Union St., which will cease 
operations once the JRTC opens in March 2020.

In Northwest Jacksonville, the JTA has a more than 
7-acre property at 813 Golfair Boulevard, a site 
sandwiched between Interstate 95 and Golfair that 
will be home to a First Coast Flyer Blue line BRT 
stop.

On the Downtown Southbank, surrounded by 
existing residential, office, retail and dining, the JTA 
has undeveloped properties near the Kings Avenue 
Skyway Station. The holdings comprise 3.8 acres 
along Montana Avenue and 8.6 acres along Kings 
Avenue.

The JTA Announces TOD Opportunities
Additionally, the JTA 
believes roughly 4 acres 
near The Avenues Park-n-
Ride facility, near Philips 
Highway and Southside 
Boulevard, is prime for TOD. 

Before the State of the 
Authority, local experts 
helmed a Transit-Oriented Development Sympo-
sium to explain the advantages of TOD and how 
Jacksonville can benefit.

GIA Consultants Director of Planning and Urban 
Design Blake Drury provided an in-depth overview 
of the LaVilla Neighborhood Development Strategy, 
which the JTA helped create.

The strategy identifies several catalyst projects and 
proposes other changes that include the build-
out of the LaVilla Heritage Trail – a greenway that 
could connect pedestrians, cyclists and others from 
McCoy’s Creek to Hogan’s Creek as part of the 
Emerald Neckless system of trails.

During the Symposium, JTA Chief Administrative 
Officer and Sr. Vice President Cleveland Ferguson 
explained how the historic LaVilla neighborhood 
can become a true live, work and play neighborhood 
again through Transit-Oriented Development.

With new residential projects already online, 
along with the JRTC and Intercity Bus Terminal, 
the opportunity to strategically and purposefully 
develop other untapped resources in LaVilla has 
never been greater.

“The JTA stands ready to partner with you for 
projects that you might be thinking about,” said 
Ferguson. “We are open for business.”

The JTA is committed to promoting TOD in 
Jacksonville and we’ve set up an informational 
guide that can be found at www.jtafla.com/
business-center/tod/

Source: JTA, May 20, 2019

www.jtafla.com/business-center/tod/
www.jtafla.com/business-center/tod/
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There’s a faster, more convenient and cheaper 
way for people needing Broward County’s 
special transportation shuttles to get around.

It’s called a taxi. A yearlong, limited pilot program 
let participants take taxi rides paid for by the 
county instead of using the county’s paratransit 
shuttle service. The county has been paying up to 
$15 for each taxi trip in the Rider’s Choice program. 
Commissioners will consider March 28 increasing 
the maximum to $18.

Even at that cost, the taxis will still be cheaper than 
paying for those same trips on one of Broward’s 
TOPS paratransit shuttles, officials said. The 
average cost of a taxi ride has been $13.16, officials 
said, while the county pays $28 for each rider on a 
shuttle trip, no matter the distance involved. The 
limited program saved the county about $40,000 
last year, officials said, while giving participants the 
choice of calling for a taxi or a shuttle. 

There were 91 people who used taxis for some of 
their trips and paid for them using a county-issued 
debit card. “It’s made my transportation much 
more accessible. It has saved me a lot of time and 
that’s everyone’s most valuable commodity,” said 
Pat Landon, a 71-year-old from Oakland Park who 
suffers from osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis. 
What sometimes would take her eight hours using 
shuttles might take two hours or less with taxis, 
she said.

Landon said she has used the cab service more than 
270 times — about 135 round trips — since the 
program started. She will use the cabs for shorter 
trips, generally under five miles, so she doesn’t top 
the $15 maximum, while calling a day ahead for a 
shuttle for longer trips. Participants are also limited 
to two taxi trips a day, which is one round-trip.

Paratransit services are available to people who 
have difficulty using other mass transit because 
of a disability or medical condition. Participants in 
the Rider’s Choice program must have been TOPS-
eligible for at least a year and have taken at least 
100 TOPS trips over the previous 12 months.

Besides the more convenient service, Landon said 
she’s also more likely to get to an appointment on 
time using a taxi.

Hail Taxis: Broward Finds Them a Cheaper Ride Than County Shuttles
It takes creativity to put a trip schedule together 
to keep costs down and reduce time stuck waiting, 
Landon said. Her day out could include a taxi ride 
to a bank, then having a paratransit shuttle take her 
from the bank to a doctor’s office, wait for another 
shuttle to take her from her doctor to a pharmacy, 
then call a taxi for the final ride home.

The taxis can be ordered at the last minute, while 
shuttle rides–which charge most passengers $3.50 
a trip–have to be scheduled at least a day ahead. The 
shuttles also can have can have multiple passengers, 
which can make a three-mile trip a journey of an 
hour or more as other people are picked up and 
dropped off. “They pick you up and they put you 
on these trips that don’t make any sense,” said 
Bonnie O’Leary, 62, of North Lauderdale. “The taxi 
is more direct.”

In 2018, the pilot program provided 5,211 taxi trips 
at a cost of $68,677, officials said. While program 
participants made 1,345 more trips last year than in 
2017 because of the added convenience, the county 
still saved money. January was the top month for 
taxi rides so far, with 869 trips billed to the county.

Commissioners have agreed to extend the pilot 
program for two more years and to lift the 
150-person cap on participants. The county 
currently has issued 162 cards.

John Camillo, president and CEO of Yellow Cab, said 
the extra cab rides haven’t been enough to make a 
significant impact on taxi industry ledgers, which 
have lost business to the increasing popularity of 
ride-sharing services such as Uber and Lyft. But the 
program does have potential if it continues to grow.

“In the end, it would help the cab industry, help 
the county’s budget,” Camillo said. Sixteen cab 
and transportation companies are participating in 
the program. The program needs a service where 
people pay for their trips in the vehicle, something 
Uber and Lyft do not do. If a trip exceeds $15, 
participants can use a credit card or cash to make 
up the difference. The cards do not cover tips, 
which have to be paid separately.

Source: Sun Sentinel, March 14, 2019
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Please send your planning 
related articles to:

Mark Mistretta 
mistretta@cutr.usf.edu

Ann Joslin 
joslin@cutr.usf.edu

FDOT is interested in your ideas about resources it can 
provide in support of your transit planning initiatives 

and professional development. Please contact Gabrielle 
Matthews with your suggestions for future training topics 

or guidance and technical assistance needs. 

Florida Department of 
Transportation
605 Suwannee Street MS 26 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450

Program Manager:  
Gabrielle Matthews

Phone: (850)414-4803 
Fax: (850) 414-4508 
Email:  
gabrielle.matthews@dot.state.fl.us

Florida Public Transportation 
Association
P.O. Box 10168 
Tallahassee, FL 32302 

Executive Director: Lisa Bacot

Phone: (850) 878-0855  
Fax: (850) 878-0725  
Email: LisaBacot@floridatransit.org

Visit our Website
planfortransit.com

Training & Professional Development
State and Metropolitan Transportation Programming
This course provides instruction on the basic concepts, components, 
and participants in the transportation programming process. Current 
and best practices will be incorporated into the program. The two 
and one-half day program covers the metropolitan and statewide 
programming processes required under the federal transportation 
planning regulations, and the variety among state programming 
processes including typical legal, political, and traditional process 
constraints, as well as aspects of local programming.

Upcoming Delivery: November 5-7, 2019, Fort Lauderdale, FL
http://www.ntionline.com/state-and-metropolitan-transportation-
programming/

Register Today! 2019 FPTA/CTD Annual Conference
https://floridatransit.org/annual-conference

2020 FPTA/FDOT/CUTR Professional Development Workshop 
& Transit Safety and Operations Summit 
Save the Date: June 8-10, 2020
USF Embassy Suites | Tampa, FL

FDOT Announces Release of ATSIM Version 5

The FDOT Public Transit Office is pleased to announce the new-
ly released Version 5 of the Automated Transit Stop Inventory 
Model (ATSIM), a web-based system designed for the collection, 

update, management, visualization, and analysis of transit stop inven-
tories for transit agencies in Florida. 

Version 5 of ATSIM has been significantly enhanced to include the 
following capabilities: 
• The users can now easily move a stop location directly on Google 

Maps to correct field-collected GPS locations.
• The stops from query results can now be highlighted on Google 

Maps and the stop attributes can be displayed as a thematic map.
• The charting capability of ATSIM has been greatly enhanced. The 

users can now plot and export different charts of stop attributes.
• The map functions now allow the users to quickly locate stops on 

Google Maps to retrieve and edit stop information.

For additional information, visit the ATSIM website at www.ftis.org/
atsim.html.

mailto:mistretta%40cutr.usf.edu?subject=
mailto:joslin%40cutr.usf.edu?subject=
mailto:gabrielle.matthews%40dot.state.fl.us?subject=
mailto:LisaBacot%40floridatransit.org?subject=
http://planfortransit.com
http://www.ntionline.com/state-and-metropolitan-transportation-programming/
http://www.ntionline.com/state-and-metropolitan-transportation-programming/
https://floridatransit.org/annual-conference
http://www.ftis.org/atsim.html
http://www.ftis.org/atsim.html

