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Changing the Way Central Florida Travels
As currently proposed, SunRail will operate 61 miles of commuter
rail service on an existing CSX Transportation, Inc. corridor. The first
phase is slated to begin operations in early 2013. It consists of 32
miles, and twelve stations, between Debary in Volusia County and
Sand Lake Rd. in Orange County. The second phase is the southern
portion of the corridor with four stations extending approximately
17 miles from Sand Lake Road to Poinciana in Osceola County. A
final 12 mile northern extension from Debary to the Deland Amtrak station defines the entire
Full Build Alternative, which could be completed as early as 2015. Service is planned to
operate at an average speed of 45 miles per hour with 30 minute peak frequency in each
direction from 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
As part of the final environmental analysis for SunRail, the Florida Department of
Transportation conducted a series of public hearings in May 2010. The hearings afforded
interested persons an opportunity to express their views concerning the location, conceptual
design, and social, economic and environmental effects of the SunRail project.
Contracts and upcoming
SunRail procurements are
expected to be finalized later
this year, and construction is
expected to begin in 2011.
For additional information,
please contact FDOT District
5 SunRail Project Manager
Todd Hammerle at
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Florida Heartland Rural Mobility Plan: A Regional Look
Beginning in 2003, mobility planning efforts were initiated within a rural area in
south central Florida designated by the Governor’s Office as a “Rural Area of
Critical Economic Concern” The designation is available to counties, cities and/or
unincorporated communities that meet certain population thresholds and exhibit
at least three of nine economic distress factors. Examples include: low per capita
income, low housing values, high unemployment, a lack of year-round stable
employment opportunities, etc.
The preliminary planning efforts resulted in a partnership between the Florida Department of Transportation,
Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative, Inc. (FHREDI) to
implement the initiatives identified in the preliminary plans, and develop a Heartland Rural Mobility Plan
(HRMP) with technical support from the Center for Urban Transportation Research and Tindale-Oliver and
Associates, Inc.
The HRMP study area includes Desoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties and the
communities of Belle Glade, Pahokee, and South Bay in Palm Beach County and Immokalee in Collier County.
The study area encompasses more than 5000 square miles with a population of approximately 300,000.
The HRMP is a comprehensive multi-jurisdictional planning effort designed to meet the requirements for the
development of a Transit Development Plan which are normally completed for urban areas. It includes a
significant public participation plan, an outline of a strategic approach to address the mobility needs of the
area, a sound business foundation and finance and implementation plan, and recommendations for a
governing structure to facilitate the plan’s implementation.
What is unique about the study was the focus on public transportation coordinated with economic
development in an economically-depressed rural region. The diversity and geography of the Heartland region
resulted in the identification of a variety of transportation and mobility needs and alternatives beyond those
that might typically be included in a TDP for an urban area. For example, the need to encourage the return or
replacement of inter-city transportation services such as Greyhound and Amtrak, which have been reduced or
eliminated in recent years, was identified in the study. The development and coordination of volunteer
mobility services and programs that support community taxi services through subsidized travel vouchers was
also a key finding of the study. The HRMP also concluded that there was no single public transit operator or
institutional arrangement in place that could effectively address the mobility needs of the region.
The Heartland Rural Mobility Plan was recently endorsed by all six county commissions and the FHREDI Board
of Directors and has now transitioned into its next phase which will:
Identify a regional “Mobility Working Group” to formulate implementation strategies
Pursue additional federal, state and local funding
Establish a coordinated regional process
Identify and implement pilot projects
Continue to identify and evaluate options for meeting the mobility needs of the regions residents and
visitors.
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APTA: Individuals Save $9,343 by Riding Public Transit Annually
As Summer Gas Prices Increase, Taking Public Transit is Effective Gas Saving Option
Washington, DC – Individuals who ride public
transportation can save on average $9,343 annually based
on the July 7, 2010 national average gas price and the
national unreserved monthly parking rate. On a per month
basis, transit riders can save on average $779.

Top Twenty Cities – Transit Savings Report
Rank

City

Monthly
Savings

Annual
Savings

1

New York

$1,158

$13,901

Taking public transportation provides a safe and
affordable way for individuals and families to cut costs,
according to the American Public Transportation
Association (APTA). In addition, local public transit offers a
travel option that has an immediate positive impact in
reducing an individual’s overall carbon footprint while
helping reduce America’s dependence on foreign oil.

2

Boston

$1,040

$12,475

3

San Francisco

$1,029

$12,347

4

Chicago

$955

$11,458

5

Seattle

$946

$11,356

6

Philadelphia

$934

$11,208

“The Transit Savings Report” released monthly by the
APTA calculates the average annual and monthly savings
for public transit users. The report examines how an
individual in a two-person household can save money by
taking public transportation and living with one less car.

7

Honolulu

$902

$10,822

8

Los Angeles

$850

$10,205

9

San Diego

$837

$10,049

10

Minneapolis

$830

$9,959

The savings amount is based on the cost of the national
averages for parking and driving, as well as the July 7
national average gas price of $2.72 per gallon for selfserve regular gasoline as reported by AAA.

11

Portland

$813

$9,758

12

Denver

$812

$9,747

13

Cleveland

$808

$9,699

14

Baltimore

$789

$9,469

15

Washington, DC

$759

$9,108

16

Miami

$757

$9,082

17

Dallas

$738

$8,855

18

Atlanta

$729

$8,745

19

Las Vegas

$728

$8,738

20

Pittsburgh

$687

$8,248

The national average for a monthly unreserved parking
space in a downtown business district is $154.23,
according to the 2009 Colliers International Parking Rate
Study. Over the course of a year, parking costs for a
vehicle can amount to an average of $1,850.
The top 20 cities with the highest transit ridership are
ranked in order of their transit savings based on the purchase of a monthly public transit pass and factoring in local gas prices for July 7 and the local monthly unreserved
parking rate.

Methodology
APTA calculates the average cost of taking public transit by determining the average monthly transit pass cost
of local public transit agencies across the country. This information is based on the annual APTA fare collection
survey and is weighted based on ridership (unlinked passenger trips). The assumption is that a person making
a switch to public transportation would likely purchase an unlimited pass on the local transit agency, typically
available on a monthly basis.
(Continued on page 7)
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Federal Transit News
U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood Announces $293 Million for New Transit
Solutions, Economic Development Nationwide (July 2010)
Project Selections Will Expand Obama Administration’s Livability Initiative Agenda, Fuel Economic Recovery
for Local Communities
The nearly $300 million investment is part of the Obama Administration’s livability initiative to better
coordinate transportation, housing and commercial development investments to serve the people living in
those communities. It is being made through two competitive grant programs, the Urban Circulator Grant
Program and the Bus and Bus Livability Grant Program.
Secretary LaHood, along with Federal Transit Administrator Peter Rogoff, announced the winners of the two
competitive grant programs during a press conference call in Washington. Six new streetcar and bus rapid
transit projects will be funded with $130 million from the FTA’s Urban Circulator Program, and 47 additional
projects aimed at upgrading bus services and facilities are slated to receive more than $163 million from the
FTA's Bus and Bus Livability Program.
The six cities that submitted successful Urban Circulator proposals include Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas;
Chicago, Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; Charlotte, N.C.; and Cincinnati, Ohio. The six projects were selected from 65
applications totaling more than $1 billion. Construction of bus facilities and new bus and bus-related
purchases will move forward in the 31 states where 47 Bus and Bus Livability projects are located.
The two programs are a continuation of the FTA's effort dedicated to carrying out the Obama Administration’s
Livability Initiative, a joint venture of the U.S. Department of Transportation, the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Projects were eligible to receive up
to 80 percent in federal funding, with a maximum of $25 million for Urban Circulator projects.
Florida had the following two projects selected:
Project: Broward Boulevard Livable Mobility Plan (Bus and Bus Livability)
Sponsor: Broward County Transportation Department
Amount: $8,034,017
In this environmentally-friendly project, Broward County will buy nine energy-efficient hybrid-electric
buses to operate along the Broward County Route 22 and implement Transit Signal Priority along
Broward Boulevard, make bicycle and pedestrian enhancements, and upgrade bus shelters and
facilities to include real-time passenger information, a car-sharing program and an Advanced Traffic
Management System.
Project: Urban Trail Project (Bus and Bus Livability)
Sponsors: LYNX and the City of Orlando
Amount: $1,233,132
The City of Orlando and LYNX plan to develop a 1.5 mile urban trail along the “Gertrude’s Walk”
corridor from South Street to the LYNX Central Station on Amelia Street. The project will provide
bicycle parking, pedestrian way finding, streetscape enhancements, lighting and other safety features
to create a pleasant, safe and walkable environment for community users coming to and from
downtown housing, work, entertainment and other businesses.
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New Transit Publications
Design Guidelines for Florida Transit Stations (June 2010)
Prepared by: University of North Florida, FAMU-FSU College of Engineering, and Hagen Consulting
Services.
Increasing population growth is continually challenging transportation officials to institute measures to
meet travel needs at a desirable level of service. Local transit and intermodal travel provide an alternative
to the personal automobile mode of transportation, hence assisting in reducing congestion. To encourage
transit ridership, transit amenities and facilities should be designed to encompass features which will
enhance transit patronage by accommodating the shift from one mode of travel to the next. The long‐
term success of transit projects is closely linked to creating connectivity to all modes in station areas. Of
high importance is station area design. Properly planned transit stations encourage the use of all modes
of transportation including pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. Additionally, station area principles that
promote the use of public transportation and are compatible with private automobiles are imperative to
successful multimodal services. Fewer passenger vehicles on highways will result in less traffic congestion,
and less carbon emissions, thus creating healthier more livable communities. This can be accomplished by
identifying best practices in a station area facility design which focuses on safe and efficient mode shifts.
These guidelines provide a comprehensive reference for planning and designing transit station areas.
Intended project applications include Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and rail (light, heavy, and commuter)
stations which also include accommodations for bus transit, bicycle, and pedestrian modes. Guidance for
designing features necessary for the safe and efficient transfer between different modes of transportation
at station areas is also addressed.
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/transit/Pages/EnhancingIntermodalConnections.pdf

Integrating Transit into Traditional Neighborhood Design Policies – The Influence of
Lane Width on Bus Safety (June 2010)
Prepared by: University of North Florida and FAMU-FSU College of Engineering
Recently, there has been a move to use complete streets principles in promoting livable communities and
traditional neighborhood design (TND) to encourage non-motorized modes of transportation and
multimodalism. One of the measures that is being adopted to encourage pedestrian oriented design is the
reduction of vehicular lane width from a conventional 12 feet to as narrow as 9 feet. The reduction of traveled
lane width to 9 feet poses safety concerns to transit vehicles. Narrow lanes may lead to transit vehicles
encroaching into adjacent lanes which in turn may result in sideswipe collisions.
This project was initiated by the Transit Office of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to
determine the influence of lane width on the overall safety of transit vehicles. The research employed five
methods to investigate whether there is a significant relationship between lane widths and bus vehicle safety.
The methods employed were: (1) Questionnaire Survey; (2) Statewide Bus Crash Analysis; (3) Transit Agencies
Incident Reporting Analysis; (4) Field Observational Study; and (5) Physical Constraints Analysis. All five study
methods consistently suggest a strong relationship between lane width and bus vehicle safety. The results
suggest that the narrower the lane width, the higher the likelihood of having bus sideswipe and mirror crashes.
The results indicate that narrow lane widths, especially lane widths of 10 feet and narrower are
overrepresented in the occurrences of bus sideswipe crashes. Based on the results of this study, it is
recommended that 12-foot wide lanes be provided where possible for roadways located on transit routes.
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/transit/Pages/LaneWidthonBusSafety.pdf
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Transit Agencies “In the News”
HART/THEA
August 2010
FHWA awards $800,000 Federal Highway Grant for innovative
strategy to relieve congestion
The Tampa Hillsborough County Expressway Authority (THEA), in
partnership with Hillsborough Area Regional Transit (HART), has
been awarded an $800,000 grant from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The grant funds allow
THEA and HART to conduct a study assessing the benefits and costs of a Bus Toll Lane (BTL) Network in the
Tampa region as a possible solution to relieve roadway congestion.
"Over the past 15 years, the Tampa Bay region has grown by 30 percent, which has caused substantial
increases in traffic congestion on our roadways," said Sue Chrzan, THEA communications manager. "A network
of bus toll lanes throughout the region could help relieve future congestion, and the grant allows us to
research this possibility."
The goal of the BTL concept is to optimize service for transit customers while generating a new and sustainable
source of revenue for transit agencies. The concept provides our transportation customers with choices. BTL is
a highway-based transit solution that creates dedicated lanes for public buses and allows use by other vehicles
for a toll. Traffic is kept moving by using price-management, which allows toll costs for non-transit users to
increase or decrease based on the flow of traffic in the lane to prevent traffic congestion. The key difference
between BTLs and other managed-lane approaches is a pricing strategy that will put public-transit first to
assure transit users get the best service for the lowest price, and offer the transit agency a strong future
revenue source. The study will identify a sample set of corridors where BTL may be implemented and also
provide initial estimates of the social and economic benefits of the program.

MCAT/SCAT
July 2010
New monthly R-Card pass provides unlimited rides on SCAT and MCAT
For the first time, bus passengers in Sarasota and Manatee counties will be able to purchase a monthly pass
that provides unlimited rides on all Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) and Manatee County Area Transit
(MCAT) routes. The new “R-Card” costs $60 and is good for 30 days after first use. Seniors with a Medicare or
Gold card, as well as disabled persons, can purchase a discount R-Card for $30.
The R-Card will be sold at the following Sarasota County locations:
SCAT Downtown Transfer Station, 1565 1st St.
Goodwill Bargain Barn, 7501 15th St. E.
SCAT Administration, 5303 Pinkney Ave.
For people not traveling in Manatee County, other SCAT passes still being sold include monthly $40
(discounted $20); 7-day $15 (discounted $7.50); and day $3. These current SCAT passes are on sale at the
above locations, as well as various other Goodwill stores listed in the SCAT Ride Guide.
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Transit Agencies “In the News”
JACKSONVILLE TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
August 2010
The Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) announced that it has hired Brad Thoburn
as Director of Strategic Planning and Research.
Most recently, Thoburn served as State Transportation Development Administrator for
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT). In this role, he served as a member of
the FDOT Secretary’s senior management team and developed policy positions and
advocacy related to the reauthorization of the federal Surface Transportation Act. He
also managed FDOT’s planning offices.
“Brad Thoburn brings a strong knowledge of planning and development in northeast
Florida to this position and will be key in the strategic planning for JTA,” said Michael J. Blaylock, JTA Executive
Director and CEO. “I am thrilled to have him as a part of our team.”
Thoburn’s first duty will be oversight of the Regional Transportation Commission. This commission, created by
the Florida Legislature, is charged with reviewing ways in which a regional transportation authority might be
organized and funded. The commission has been given two years to complete this task.

VOTRAN
July 2010
Volusia County Council approves flex service for southeast Volusia Public
Transit; Seeks options for limited holiday services
The Volusia County Council, looking for ways to cut next year’s budget, decided that eliminating Votran public
transit service on some routes in New Smyrna Beach was going too far. Instead, the County Council opted for a
scaled down flex service.
“We wanted to offer a solution that would get people to their destination, but at the same time we still need
to find savings,” said Votran General Manager Ken Fischer. “The flex alternative is a modified paratransit
service that will cover the same geographic area of the existing routes. This is something new for all of us. We
will hold an orientation to explain how passengers will use the new service.”
(Continued from page 3)

APTA then compares the average monthly transit fare to the average cost of driving. The cost of driving is
calculated using the 2010 AAA average cost of driving formula. AAA cost of driving formula is based on variable
costs and fixed costs. The variable costs include the cost of gas, maintenance and tires. The fixed costs include
insurance, license registration, depreciation and finance charges. The comparison also uses the average
mileage of a mid-size auto at 23.4 miles per gallon and the price for self-serve regular unleaded gasoline as
recorded by AAA on July 7 at $2.72 per gallon. The analysis also assumes that a person will drive an average of
15,000 miles per year. The savings assume a person in a two-person household lives with one less car. In
determining the cost of parking, APTA uses the data from the 2009 Colliers International Parking Rate Study for
monthly unreserved parking rates for the United States.
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Department of
Transportation
605 Suwannee Street MS 26
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450
Phone: 850-414-4520
Fax: 850-414-4508
Email: diane.quigley@dot.state.fl.us

Center for Urban
Transportation
Research
University of South Florida
4202 E. Fowler Avenue,
CUT 100
Tampa, Florida 33620-5375
(813) 974-3120
Phone: 813-974-9758
Fax: 813-974-5168
Email: mistretta@cutr.usf.edu

Visit us on our website at:
http://planfortransit.com
Other
Planning Resources:
http://planfortransit.com/
ozonereduction/
http://delicious.com
Plan_for_Transit
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Upcoming Training Sessions/Webinars
The Runcutter Course (No Fee)
September 22-23, 2010
Pompano Beach, FL
Contact: Molly Buffington - (813) 974-7810 or Buffington@cutr.usf.edu
Click here to download PDF
Introduction to Public Records in the Sunshine State (No Fee)
September 27, 2010
Tampa, FL
Contact: Molly Buffington - (813) 974-7810 or Buffington@cutr.usf.edu
Click here to download PDF
NTI Webinar - Sampling Requirements and Guidance (New Circular)
September 20, 2010 or December 15, 2010
Length - 2 hours
No Fee
Click here for more information and to register.

Upcoming Events/Conferences
GIS-Pro 2010
URISA's 48th Annual Conference for GIS Professionals
September 28-October 1, 2010
Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek
Orlando, FL
http://www.gis-pro.org/
FPTA 36th Annual Conference
October 17-19, 2010
Miami Hilton Downtown
Miami, FL
http://www.floridatransit.com/
Contact: Wes Watson - (850) 878-0855 or fptamail@embarqmail.com
Sessions of particular interest to planners include:
High Speed Rail Overview
Bus Stops & ADA Accessibility
Alternative Analysis / New Starts Planning
Community Involvement in Transit Referendums
Benefits of Transit in Florida

We want * Your Thoughts * Your Experiences * Your Articles
Contact us at FDOT, CUTR, or on the FTPN Listserv!

